Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 290 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.051; wR factor = 0.133; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.0.
In the title compound, C 25 H 27 NO 7 , the pyrrolidine ring exhibits an envelope conformation and the benzene rings form a dihedral angle of 33.47 (11) . In the crystal, pairs of N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the molecules into centrosymmetric dimers. Weak C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions link the dimers into layers parallel to the bc plane. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). The bond lengths and angles in (I) are normal. The pyrrolidine ring exhibits an envelope conformation, with the C2 atom occupying the flap position (Fig. 1) . Two benzene rings -C12-C17 and C21-C26, respectively -form a dihedral angle of 33.47 (11)°. In the crystal structure, intermolecular N-H···O hydrogen bonds ( 
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Experimental
To a flame-dried test tube was added N, N-dimethyl-1-[2-(diphenylphosphino) ferrocenyl]ethylamine (0.04 mmol), copper(II) trifluoromethanesulfonate (0.04 mmol), THF (O.5 ml), benzaldehyde (0.24 mmol) and diethyl A-aminomalonate (0.24 mmol) under an argon atmosphere. After the mixture was stirred at room temperature for 2 h, a solution of 2-Oxo-4-phenyl-but-3-enoic acid methyl ester (0.2 mmol) in THF (1.0 ml) was added through a syringe in one portion and the resulting mixture was stirred at room temperature until TLC showed no starting material left. Then, solvent was removed and the residue was purified directly by silica gel column chromatography (eluent: petroleum ether / ethyl acetate = 20/1 to 5/1) to yield product. The colourless single crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained in methanol solvent by slow evaporation. The molecular structure of (I) showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids and the atomic numbering. Symmetry codes: (i) −x+2, −y, −z+2; (ii) −x+2, y−1/2, −z+3/2; (iii) −x+2, −y, −z+1.
